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Appticant(s) 



Simonoff 



Examiner 



Viet Vu 



Art Unit 

2154 




The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 



MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b), 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 5, 2002 . 

2a) Si This action /f^FINA 



2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 
4)B Claim(s) 1-21 



4a) Of the above, ciaim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) K Claim(s) 1-21 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 
_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

1 5) O Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

1 6) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17| O Information Disclosure Stetement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



1 8) Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Art Rejections: 

1. The text of 35 U.S.C. % 102 (e) cited in the previous office 
action is hereby incorporated by reference. 

2. The rejection of claims 1-21 under 35 U.S.C. % 102(e) as 
being clearly anticipated by England , applied in the previous 
office action, mailed 12/5/01, is hereby incorporated by reference. 

Response to Amendment: 

3. Applicants arguments filed on 4/5/02 are not deemed 
persuasive . 

Applicant alleges that England does not teach transmitting all 
of the generated objects for distribution to other users. 

This is not found persuasive. England discloses the use of 
prior art whiteboard for sharing/displaying the same information 
among multiple users ( see col 5, lines 37-54 ) . Since the 
whiteboards allow the same objects to be viewed among participating 
users, it is required that all objects generated on one user's 
whiteboard to be transmitted to other whiteboards ( see col 32, 
lines 42-51 ) . Moreover, England discloses using a piper server for 
collecting/accumulating objects generated by a user and 
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distributing the collected objects to other participating users 
( see col 33, lines 19-30 ) . It is submitted that the use of specific 
language, e.g., JAVA commands or HTML tags, for implementing the 
objects is irrelevant. 

Applicant also alleges that England does not teach filtering 
information because all users coupled to the piper server receive 
the same information. 

The examiner disagrees. England's piper server is capable of 
creating and maintaining several independent sessions at the same 
time ( see col 11, lines 21-33 ) . In other words, a user in one 
conference session does not necessary receive data sent by other 
users in another conference. Thus, when the piper server receives 
an object from a user, it forwards the received object to all 
(active) participating users in a select session, not to all users 
in all sessions managed by the piper server ( see col 29, lines 47- 
67) . 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. $ 1.136(a). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL ACTION 
IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ACTION. IN THE 
EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION IS NOT MAILED 
UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD, 
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THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE 
ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO 37 
C.F.R. $ 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THE 
ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE STATUTORY PERIOD FOR 
RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS FINAL 
ACTION. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Viet Vu 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-9597. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:00am to 
4 : 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Meng-Ai An, can be reached 
on (703) 305-9678. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 




VIET D.VU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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